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Parish Paths Partnership Newsletter 

Autumn 2019 
It’s that time of year once more when the leaves are falling, and the 
days are getting shorter. Thank you everyone who has helped to 
maintain the paths during the summer by getting busy with 
secateurs, strimmers and engaging contractors to clear the growth 
from the paths.  With the rain and the sun combined the vegetation 
has really clogged our routes and taken considerable time and effort 
to keep under control. 

News regarding the Annual Parish Paths Workshops 

In the past we have organised our annual P3 workshop for the 
months of October and November.  This year, however, we have 

decided to postpone the events 
until late May 2020 when 
hopefully the weather will be 
more predictable.  It is hoped 
that the late spring weather will 
add to the relaxed format of the 

‘walk and talk’ events that we have organised in recent years.   

In 2020 we are planning to hold four events with an 
emphasis on trees and their management; signs of 
tree stress, when to fell and how to manage diseased 
trees in your community.  Bob Stephenson, the 
County Tree Officer, has offered to lead the walking 
events and will be sharing his expert advice and 
knowledge.  As usual we shall be offering two places 
to each P3 parish and suggest that P3 co-ordinators 
and possibly parish tree wardens attend.   There will 
be the opportunity to share rights of way information 



 
 

2 
Parish Paths Partnership Autumn Newsletter 2019 

 

and discuss specific parish matters with Wardens and Definitive Map 
Researchers present during the morning events.   

Details regarding specific dates and venues will follow in the coming 
months but it is likely that we shall be hosting the events at Stover 
and the Grand Western Canal Country Parks near Newton Abbot and 
Tiverton respectively. 

Annual Parish Paths Partnership Surveys 

As we move to Autumn our thoughts turn to the annual surveys and 
walking paths to inspect their condition and possible improvements 

in the coming months.  If you still 
have projects to complete and need a 
hand with their organisation do get in 
touch and we can assist with getting 
the work done on the ground. 

The annual surveys will be emailed 
out shortly and we would be grateful 

if these could be completed and returned by mid- February to enable 
us to complete the grant process as soon as possible.  If you have any 
recent changes to report regarding parish clerks or P3 volunteers, 
please do get in touch. 

Tree and Hedge responsibilities 

Do remember when doing your 
surveys to watch for trees that are 
‘hung up’ against others or looking as 
though they may pose a problem in 
the near future.  Trees that are still 
standing are a matter for the 
landowner to deal with whilst those 
that are obstructing a right of way are a matter for Devon County 
Council.  If you find a tree down across a path please contact the 
landowner first to advise them that the tree is down, they should 
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arrange for its clearance, but if not, you can discuss organising a 
contractor with them who will cut up the tree and leave the timber 
to the side of the path.   

For health and safety reasons as well as insurance, we do not 
encourage volunteers to use chainsaws on 
rights of way.    

If you have a parish magazine now might be a 
good time to 
remind 
landowners to 
trim back hedges whilst the 
vegetation is dormant. A bit of work 
undertaken at this time of year often 
reduces the quantity of material that 

needs to be trimmed in the following year. 

 

Changes to the P3 Grant System 

To enable the P3 scheme to be bought into line with existing Devon 
County Council finance systems there will be changes to the 

administration of grants in the coming year.  From 
April 2020 all P3 parish and town councils who are 
allocated a grant, will be required to submit an 
invoice stating an order number that has been 
generated by Devon County Council.  The process is 
very simple and if a parish is not used to creating 

an invoice there will be a downloadable form on the public rights of 
way website.  Please watch out for further information that will be 
sent by email in the coming weeks. 
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Strimmer Courses – time to book a place?  

Our Summer Strimmer courses proved very popular this year with 
lots of volunteers attending the events.  We are hoping to hold a 

further event in the 
coming months and 
welcome delegates who 
might be interested in 
attending.  There will be 
a maximum of eight 
delegates per course and 
places are offered on a 
‘first come, first served’ 

basis.  It is likely that the course will be held on a Saturday and 
hosted at the Stover Country Park near Newton Abbot.  Please make 
contact by email if you are interested in attending a course 
ros.davies@devon.gov.uk.  All courses run from 9am until 4 pm and 
are free to attend. 

Hawkchurch – keeping access open for all  

It has been a busy 12 
months for Roz Fox, P3 co-
ordinator for Hawkchurch. 

The parish covers a large 
physical area and contains 
many footpaths and 
bridleways.  This year there 
have been significant works 
undertaken to make routes 

more accessible for all to use.  Footpath 12 has seen immense 
improvements which included three stiles being swapped to kissing 
gates (with the landowners’ permission), a sleeper bridge 
refurbished, several trees cut and cleared and minor drainage works 
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being undertaken to reduce surface mud.  Roz worked with local 
landowners to gain permission to access the footpath at various 

points by crossing 
fields.  DCC 
framework 
contractor, Chris 
Drake of Garden and 
Countryside 
Maintenance based at 
Newton Poppleford, 
undertook the work 
on this rather long, 
complex path. 

The work did not stop there, on footpath 16 Roz spied a bridge that 
was undercut following severe bank erosion and arranged for 

another DCC framework contractor, Allan Tyson, to replace the 
bridge after working with a local landowner to gain access down a 
steep field.   

The third bridge was on the Devon/Somerset border and required 
tact, diplomacy and lots of community spirit. With the help of Chris 
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Drake and his team together with permission from local landowners, 
access was gained to install a large bridleway bridge when weather 
conditions prevailed. 

The challenges of Hawkchurch continue but Roz’s spirits remain high, 
despite resorting to writing poetry about rights of way in the darkest 
moments!  A huge thank you to Roz for organising several excellent 
projects this year…….. just the matter of an unofficial diversion and 
maize to sort out now!  Oh joy! 

Well, on that note, I would like to thank everyone for all their help 
with the Parish Paths Partnership scheme. It has been a challenging 
year but good to see lots done. 

If you have any outstanding work that you need help completing, 
please do get in touch and we can help you make it happen. 

 

Best wishes and thank you from all in Devon County Council’s Public 
Rights of Way team 

 
 

 

 

 


